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The proposed Interborough Brooklyn and Queens
Express (IBX) light rail service
would offer nearly 1 million

riders quicker transit options
and expanded access to jobs
and economic opportunities.

Whatis IBX?

IBX is a proposed light rail transit line that would

travel a 14-mile route along an existing freight line to
connect eastern Brooklyn and central Queens. This
transformative rapid transit project would serve nearly
one million people, many in historically underserved
neighborhoods that offer limited transit options.

From Bay Ridge, Brooklyn to Jackson Heights, Queens,
the IBX would create greater access to employment, healthcare, and other economic opportunities,
while creating new affordable and sustainable travel options without the burden of lengthy commutes.
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New transit connections

Today, the majority of Brooklyn- and Queens-bound work trips are made by car. Those who do travel
by subway are often forced to take indirect routes to their destination: currently half of all subway trips
between Brooklyn and Queens require an unnecessary detour through Manhattan.

IBX would eliminate this trip inefficiency, making transit a more convenient and attractive choice that
saves time for riders, decreases crowding on Manhattan-bound subway service, and reduces traffic
and vehicle emissions.

While many passengers will reach their destinations in a single IBX ride, the route also provides
connections to 17 subway lines already serving Brooklyn and Queens, multiple bus routes, and an
existing LIRR stop at the Atlantic Av-East New York Station.

The IBX will benefit traditionally underserved communities.
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Transformative transit connections
for disconnected communities

IBX would connect adjacent neighborhoods that are inadequately linked by existing transit, even as
the number of people traveling between themrises.

Today, it takes a Midwood resident a minimum of 40-50 minutes and multiple/various transit options
to reach Broadway Junction—which s less than 6 miles away. Their trip begins on the ‘@ train, which
they can take to LIRR or to the Franklin Avenue Shuttle, which places them at the @) train for the final
leg. If connections between these services are out of sync, their trip could take longer than estimated.

The same trip on the IBX would provide a single train ride and cut travel time in half. Similar stories
would be repeated across the entire 14-mile length of the line. Overall, the IBX would create a new
transit option for close to 900,000 residents who live in the neighborhoods along the route, along with
260,000 people who work near the project corridor.

A significant portion of these residents would see their regular commutes transformed: more than

55% of Brooklyn residents and 40% of Queens residents who live within the IBX corridor currently
commute within and between these boroughs.
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IBX would support
communities who
need it most

IBX would support the MTA's goal of increasing
equity in our transit system by targeting new
investment and services in communities that
need it most.

Almost three-quarters of the population
served by the IBX are people of color and one
in four people has limited fluency in English.
One-third of these households are below
150% of the poverty line and half of them do
not own a car. The neighborhoods along the
proposed route also include high numbers of
our most essential workers, who kept us going
through the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic
and work shifts throughout the day and night.

Providing these populations with additional
reliable, high-frequency transit options would
help increase their mobility and improve their
access to economic opportunities.
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Neighborhoods within .5 miles of the IBX line. Riders in
these neighborhoods will no longer have to travel towards
or through Manhattan to reach other parts of Brooklyn and
Queens.

Some prospective transfer stations with

highest projected IBX ridership
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An efficient,
cost-effective plan

The IBX project was designed to maximize
efficiency and cost-effectiveness,

while providing the most benefits.
Thatincludes using:

Existing infrastructure

The route runs along the LIRR-owned
Bay Ridge Branch and CSX-owned
Fremont Secondary freight line. Using
existing infrastructure will result in
lower construction costs and a shorter
implementation timeline than if we built
something from scratch.

Light rail

We selected light rail as the transportation
mode after extensive planning, analysis, and
public engagement determined that it would
provide the best service for riders at the
best value, and would be the most adaptable
to the existing freight rail line. Light rail’'s
faster implementation timeframe would also
allow us to start service more quickly.
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You could have a slightly faster route... but that
requires transferring to an infrequent bus.

With the IBX

With a high-frequency transit line built along the
IBX, you could have a one-seat rife from home
to work, eliminating the time currently spent
transferring between trains and reducing time
spent waiting on the platform or in motion.
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That's aweek and a half work of travel time saved!

Substantial investments required for
stations, railcars, and reconstruction

While the choices above have minimized the costs, the project still requires significant new
infrastructure, including new track, new stations, and new light rail vehicles.

In addition, the IBX will require reconstruction of a substantial number of bridges throughout the
corridor, as well as track widening and tunnel rehabilitation. We will also need to build traction power
and distribution substations, state-of-the-art communications and signaling systems, and a new
maintenance facility to store and maintain the new light rail vehicles.

It's a complex project, but one that will deliver a better quality of life to hundreds of thousands of riders.
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